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Beyond the horizon
Recently Rachel Kerry and I had the
opportunity to go into The Stanway
School and work with a group of
year 6 children (11 year olds). These
children came from four local feeder
primary schools and were children
identified as being more able than
perhaps others. The purpose of
their day at the school was to give
them a taste of what it was going to
be like for them when they start in
September. We were asked to lead
a session on Epic Journeys related
to an RE lesson. So Abraham was
our focus (Genesis 12). Not long
after this I went along with four oth-
ers to Shoeburyness Evangelical
Church to lead their Church
Anniversary celebration on the
Saturday evening. As we were wel-

comed the comment was made
welcome to Shoeburyness “The
end of the world”. Whilst it is true
that once at Shoeburyness there is
nowhere else to go, it can hardly be
described as the end of the world.

However travellers and explorers
of old used to think that if you went
beyond the horizon then you would
literally fall off the edge of the world.
At one time it was thought that the
world was flat, we now know that
the world is not flat but round, (well
almost). Mankind has always had a
desire to explore the unknown and
to seek out new people and places.
As each new continent, and each
new people were discovered so
people’s understanding and per-
ceptions changed. Many of these
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journeys of discovery and explo-
ration were undoubtedly of epic
proportions. Often lives were risked
and indeed many lost their lives as a
result of venturing into the
unknown. Yet as a direct result of
the willingness of those epic trav-
ellers we live in a world where much
is known, a world where virtually
every part of it has been explored
and discovered. Now in mankind’s
unquenchable appetite for adven-
ture many billions of pounds/dollars
the world over is spent in the quest
to reach far into space, and as each
discovery is made so our under-
standing and perceptions continue
to be changed.

This is surely true of our relation-
ship with God. Mankind was creat-
ed to have an intimate ongoing rela-
tionship with Him. We see this clear-
ly demonstrated in the Garden of
Eden, when at the end of the day
God would come and talk to His
created beings, (Genesis 3:8) Adam
and Eve. Of course what happened
next is as they say history, but as a
direct result of that one moment
and act of disobedience the world
became not flat nor round but
crooked. Ever since that moment so
long ago, mankind has been on a
journey of epic proportions, a jour-
ney seeking to find meaning, truth
and relevance to life. Yet sadly a
journey that has taken us further
and further away from the truth. The
Bible is very clear as to the outcome
of so much of our journeying, for

instead of bringing us closer to God,
it has taken us further and further
away from Him.

Why is this we may well ask,
surely it is because we just lack
understanding as to the true nature
and personage of God. Just like the
travellers of old it wasn’t until they
took that step of reaching out into
the unknown that the reality of life
beyond the horizon became a reali-
ty to them. These people, these
places were and always have been
there, it was just the fact that these
things remained hidden until some-
one reached out. God has been and
is always here, yet for many He
remains a mystery. When the Lord
Jesus lived on earth some two
thousand years ago very few recog-
nised Him as the Son of God. 

John the Baptist did, pointing
Him out to the crowds’ saying
“Behold (or look) the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the
world”. When the disciples were
asked by Jesus who people said he
was, a variety of answers were
given, ranging from Elijah to one of
the prophets. Then when Jesus
asked “Who do you say that I am”
Peter rightly answers “You are the
Christ of God” (Luke 9:20). Even
though Peter had the right under-
standing as to who Jesus was, he
still had a long way to go.  It is as we
follow Peter on his journey of dis-
covery that we see his understand-
ing of Jesus go beyond just words
to a real desire and commitment of
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love and service. Peter had many
failures, he often acted rashly, made
many mistakes, but in the end he
got out of the boat, reached out to
Jesus and was saved (Matthew
14:29). That was for Peter a pivotal
moment and the beginning of his
epic journey of following the Lord
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord.

The question is this “Where does
this all leave us”? Just recently we
flew to America a journey of approx-
imately 9 hours; whereas travellers
of old took upwards of 3 months. It
was because of the risks that they
took that gave to us and countless
others the opportunity of going to
faraway places. When Jesus died
on the cross it was and is the
opportunity for all mankind to once
again have that personal intimate
relationship with God, to know for
certain that we have eternal life, not
just in dream land but in the reality
of Heaven itself. 

Man’s greatest journey is to know
God, to trust Him, to worship Him,
to serve Him. Peter had to get out of
the boat; those ancient and modern
explorers had to reach out leaving
the safety and security of these and
other shores. Only then did they find
what lay beyond. We too must do
the same, we must be willing to
reach out to Jesus, saying as did
Peter “Lord save me” (Matthew
14:30). Sometimes the journey will
be hard, sometimes lonely, even
frightening, yet one thing we can be
sure of. We never journey alone, for

He (God) has promised never to
leave us, (Joshua 1:5) nor do we
need to fear what lies ahead. Psalm
23 is a Psalm of one young man’s
epic journey, a journey that led him
into a lasting relationship with the
one true living God, a journey full of
highs and lows, a journey of faith,
trust and obedience. 

May we all recognise that each of
us are on a similar journey of epic
proportions, and as we do so, let us
not rely on our own abilities. Instead
let us daily turn to Him (Jesus) the
one who undertook the greatest of
all epics, by leaving Heaven itself
and becoming one of us, died for
sin that He had never committed (2
Corinthians 5:21) and was raised
again that we might be saved. May
God grant each one the under-
standing to reach out to Jesus say-
ing “Lord save me” that we too
might embark upon the Journey of
a Lifetime, for heaven itself awaits all
those who are on this journey.
Finally let us not cling hard to these
shores but let us cast off and look
towards Heaven knowing that there
is a Saviour who waits to welcome
us truly Home, for this is our goal;
Heaven itself.

May God daily grant all we need as
we journey ever onward.

With Christian Love

Eric Blowes 
Pastor
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CHURCH TEXT 2010
Blessed are you, O Israel!

Who is like you, a people saved by the LORD?

Deuteronomy 33:29 – (NIV)

Vision Statement
� Increase the number of 

people who come to know
the Lord Jesus Christ as their
Lord and Saviour.

� To enable individuals to grow
and develop, reaching their
full potential as disciples of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

I guess this has not been the easiest
of years, what with losing my dear
sister and various family situations
that have arisen. I always say that it
is a blessing we do not know what is
ahead. Whilst having my six monthly
check with my diabetic nurse in
April, it was mentioned about my
total weariness, but I laughingly put
it down to having reached my ‘sev-
enties’. My comments, however
were taken seriously and after a
matter of weeks, various tests and
visits to the hospital I was called to
have an angiogram; the result of
which proved to be quite serious - I
needed heart surgery involving a
triple by-pass.

Things still moved at consider-
able speed and on 19th July I was

successfully operated on in the
Essex Cardiothoracic Centre in
Basildon where I received excep-
tionally good care and attention. I
can honestly say that throughout
this short period of time I have been
totally aware of God’s undergirding
love and people’s prayers. It has
been very humbling to be aware
that so many people care about me
and my family. I have received many,
many cards of good wishes, flow-
ers, gifts and numerous telephone
calls for which I am most grateful.
Above all I am so grateful that my
heavenly Father knows about it all
and assures me of His promise in
Psalm 27:14 “Be of good courage,
and He shall strengthen your heart”.

Marion Bland

A Chance Remark
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These groups are now entering their
second year. Four groups currently
meet with an average membership
of 10. Three groups meet on
Wednesdays, with one group meet-
ing at the church whilst the other
two meet in homes. One group also
meets on a Thursday and in a
home. All groups use the same
study material, but each one has
different approaches to the way
their evening runs. Times for the
groups are start time 7.30pm with a
finish time between 9.00-9.45pm

The purpose of these groups is to
provide greater opportunity for Bible
study, prayer and fellowship.

Those who attend speak very
positively about being part of a

Home Fellowship Group, and of the
opportunities they provide, and at
the same time enabling a growing
love for each other.

If you are not part of a Home
Fellowship Group and you would
like to be, please speak to Eric
Blowes or any member of the
Pastoral Team. If you feel that the
current meeting times are not suited
to your needs, but would welcome
the opportunity of joining a group.
Please speak to us. 

We as a Pastoral Team would
highly recommend that you join a
Home Fellowship Group and would
welcome the opportunity to speak
with you about being part of these
exciting times together.

For the second year I was able to
join with others at Ipswich for the
annual walk to raise money for
Diabetes UK, which in turn helps the
NHS who together help so many.
With your help and kindness I was
able to pass on £143. As one of the
twelve in this church that I know of
who have diabetes - thank you. 

Graham Theobald

Home Fellowship Groups

Walk the extra mile for diabetes UK
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Coffee 
Morning

Why not pop in for a cup of coffee or tea, 
and a chat with friends, to our 

monthly coffee mornings which are held on
the last Saturday of each month 

between 10am and noon at 
Stanway Evangelical Church, 

Chapel Road.
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3:16 THE NUMBERS OF HOPE
Max Lucado

This book by Max Lucado focuses on one of
the most famous Bible verses of all time.
John 3:16 – ʻfor God so loved the world that
He gave His one and only son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life.ʼ Max breaks this verse down and
explains the significance of each word in his
usual easy reading way. The book expounds
the great truths that this verse holds and tells
of its relevance today. The book finishes with
a 40 day devotional that focuses on the
truths of the Christian faith and what they

can mean to you. This is an easy book to read that is encouraging, chal-
lenging and thought provoking. 
Suitable for both Christians and non-Christians alike.

TEN
J.John

J. John has written a book that looks at the 10
commandments from a 21st century perspec-
tive. For those who believe that the Ten
Commandments were for years ago and have
no relevance for us today, this is a book to
change their mind. In a very challenging yet
encouraging book, J. John tells of how import-
ant these commandments are in our daily walk
with God and gives us examples of how we
can break them without even knowing it. This
is a book that is easy to read, enjoyable yet it
challenges you to the very core.  

BOOK REVIEWS
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This weekend away together is a
real opportunity for building on our
close friendships and fellowship
with each other. As well as time to
draw closer to the Lord Jesus Christ
as we enjoy times of worship and
ministry. A number of different peo-
ple will be involved in this important
aspect of our weekend together,
with the main speaker on Saturday
being Alistair Patterson, whom we
know and love so well. There will
also be ample free time to enjoy the
delights of the Suffolk coastline as
well as the wonderful facilities of
Sizewell Hall itself. In keeping with
Stanway Evangelical Church tradi-
tion the meals will be of the highest
quality. 

So book now and commit now to
making this new venture not only a
success but an event that will be a
real and meaningful blessing to
everyone who attends, and to the
fellowship as a whole. 

We look forward to receiving your
completed booking application. 

Read on for details of Sizewell
Hall and its incredible facilities       
Sizewell Hall is England’s most east-
erly, self catering, Christian confer-
ence and camping centre. Situated
on the idyllic Suffolk Coast, the Hall
has featured in recent TV historic
dramas. Sizewell Hall is tucked
away in an un-spoilt area of the
Suffolk Coast, yet only 10 miles
from the A12 Ipswich to Lowestoft
road.

The accommodation comprises
32 bedrooms and 83 beds, fully car-
peted and centrally heated. A large
conference room, overlooking the
sea, is fully equipped with audio
visual aid equipment. The dining
room has original oak panelled walls
which can easily seat 83 people.
The recently completed car park
can accommodate nearly 50 cars. It

Church Weekend 
at Sizewell Hall

12th - 14th November 2010
Speaker: Alistair Patterson       (Faith Mission)
£55 per person    Children 15 & Under Free

Booking forms are available from
Eric & Judy or Marion or in the church lounge 
Not booked in yet, still not too late. 

Fill in your application and return to Eric & Judy or Marion 
as soon as you can.
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also has a well stocked shop with
books, CD’s, gifts and confec-
tionery. 

The Hall has several larger com-
munal rooms; a library, a main
lounge with open fires, a table ten-
nis room and a room for Snooker &
Pool.

Other facilities in the grounds
include a large multipurpose sports
hall, squash court and an outside

hard tennis court. There are other
grassed areas, with barbecue facili-
ties; children’s play area (The chil-
dren’s play area has just been
extended and is a great area for
children to play and develop their
balance and coordination, adults
can take part too) and private
access to the beach. All this is set in
32 acres much of which is wood-
land.

We extend belated Happy
Birthday Congratulations to
Harry Booth of Millers Lane, 

a village reader of our 
magazine for many years.

God Bless You

100th 
Birthday
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CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  HHoolliiddaayy  CClluubb
OOccttoobbeerr  2266tthh--2299tthh

9.45am-12.30pm daily at 
Stanway Evangelical Church, Chapel Road

Activities will include Arts and Crafts, 
Music and Bible Teaching.

Help
Needed!

Do you have skills in 
public speaking or 
fundraising activities? 
Or a willingness to learn?

We could use
your skills!
Can you offer us a few
hours monthly? 
(any time would be 
appreciated)

‘Friends of
Beacon House’
We hope to launch a team of
volunteer guest speakers/
fundraisers under the name of
‘Friends of Beacon House’ in
2010 to visit and carry out
short presentations to local
businesses/churches.
Or to run ‘one off’ fund 
raising events.

Contact: Alan Turner
Centre Manager
Tel: 01206 761960
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Why not try UCB Word For Today bible notes available from
the Church.  Please add your name to the list on the Church
notice board and a copy will be ordered for you containing
three months daily passages and short explaining notes.  

Even if you already receive Word For Today please let Nigel
or Mandy Drew know as we are trying to save some of the

postage costs incurred by UCB and order in bulk.

Feel free to look at the current issue on the Church notice
board also.

UCB United Christian Broadcasters UCB
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I shook my head in disbelief. This
couldn’t be the right place. After all,
I couldn’t possibly be welcome
here. I had been given an invitation
several times by several different
people, and I had finally decided to
see what this place was all about.
But, this just couldn’t be the right
place. Quickly I glanced down at the
invitation that I clutched in my hand.
I scanned past the words “Come as
you are. No jacket required” and
found the location. Yes I was at the
right place.

I peered through the window
again and saw a room of people
whose faces seemed to glow with
joy. All were neatly dressed,
adorned in fine garments and
appeared strangely clean as they
dined at the exquisite restaurant.
Ashamed I looked down at my own
tattered and torn clothing, covered
in stains. I was dirty, in fact filthy. A
foul smell seemed to consume me
and I couldn’t shake the grime that
clung to my body.

As I turned around to leave the
words from the invitation seemed to
leap out at me.. “Come as you are.
No jacket required”. I decided to
give it a shot. Mustering up every bit
of courage I could find, I opened the
door to this restaurant and walked
up to a man standing behind a
podium. “Your name sir?” he asked
me with a smile. “Jimmy D Brown” I
mumbled without looking up. I

thrust my hands deep into my
pockets, hoping to conceal their
stains.

He didn’t seem to notice to filth
that I was covered in and he contin-
ued, “Very good sir. A table is
reserved in your name. Would you
like to be seated?” I couldn’t believe
what I heard!  A grin broke out on
my face and I said, “Yes, of course!”

He lead me to a table and sure
enough there was a place-card with
my name written on it in a deep dark
red. 

As I browsed over the menu I
saw many delightful items listed.
There were things like “peace,”
“joy,”  “blessings,” “confidence,”
“assurance,” “hope,” “love,” “faith”
and “mercy”. I realised that this was
no ordinary restaurant! I flipped the
menu back to the front in order to
see where I was at... “God’s Grace”
was the name of this place.

The man returned and said “I rec-
ommend the Special
of the Day”. With it you
are entitled to heaping
portions of everything
on this menu. You’ve
got to be kidding I
thought to myself. You
mean I can have ALL
of this?! “What is the
Special of the Day?” I
asked with excitement ringing in my
voice. “Salvation” was his reply.

I’ll take it” I practically cried out.

CCoommee  aass  YYoouu  AArree
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then as quickly as I made that state-
ment the joy left my body. A sick
painful ache jerked through my
stomach and tears filled my eyes.
Between my sobs I said... “Mister,
look at me. I’m dirty and nasty. I am
unclean and unworthy of such
things. I’d love to have all of this but,
I just can’t afford it.”

Undaunted the man smiled
again. “Sir, your cheque has already
been taken care of by that gentle-
man over there,” he said as he
pointed to the front of the roof. “His
name is Jesus.”  

Turning I saw a man whose very
presence seemed to light the room.
He was almost too much to look at.
I found myself walking towards Him
and in a shaking voice I whispered,
“Sir, I’ll wash the dishes or sweep
the floors or take out the trash. I’ll
do anything I can do to repay You
for all this.”

He opened His arms and said
with a smile, “Son, all of this is yours
if you just come unto me. Ask me to
clean you up and I will. Ask me to
allow you to feast at my table and
you will eat. Remember, the table is
reserved in your name. All you must
do is accept this gift that I offer you.”
Astonished, I fell at his feet and said,
“Please, Jesus. Please clean up my
life. Please change me and sit me at
your table and give me this new
life”.  Immediately I heard the words,
“It is finished.”

As it drew near the time for me to
go back outside into the “real

world”, He whispered to me softly,
“And Lo, I am with you always.” and
then He said something to me that I
will never forget. He said... “My
child, do you see these empty
tables?” “Yes Lord, I see them.
What do they mean?” I replied.
“These are reserved tables... but the
individuals whose names are on
each place-card have not accepted
their invitation yet. Would you be so
kind as to hand out these invitations
to those who have not joined us as
yet?” Jesus asked. “Of course” I
said with excitement as I picked up
the invitations. “Go ye therefore into
all nations.” He said as I turned to
leave.

I walked into God’s Grace dirty
and hungry. Stained in sin. My right-
eousness as filthy rags. And Jesus
cleaned me up. I walked out a
brand new man... robed in white,
His righteousness. And so, I’ll keep
my promise to my Lord. I’ll go. I’ll
spread the Word.

I’ll share the Gospel... I’ll hand
out the invitations and I’ll start with
you.  Have you been to God’s
Grace? There’s a table reserved in
your name, and here’s your invita-
tion... “Come as you are. No jacket
required.”

Author Unknown

“For by grace you are saved
through faith: and that not of your-
selves: it is the gift of God”.
Ephesians 2:8 (KJV)
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It is with much excitement and anticipation that we look towards the
Children’s Holiday Club, which is, God willing, due to take place during the
October half-term holiday.

This will be very ably led by our good friends Chris and Sue Govus
(Back2School Mission that we as a Church support). They will be taking
“Disciples of the Galilean” as their theme subject for the week. Some six-
teen other folk from the Fellowship have already signed up to help and sup-
port this venture throughout the week. These include people with many dif-
ferent gifts and talents to help the Leaders with the various facets of run-
ning such a venture.

Although this seems quite a way ahead in the future, it certainly requires
a great deal of planning, and above all much prayer.  Our sister, Barbara
Ratcliffe, has been appointed as the Prayer Co-ordinator and is anxious
that the village of Stanway is covered by our prayers before, during and
after the event.

Maybe you feel you would like to be involved in some way. Perhaps you
would be prepared to pray on a regular basis, concentrating your prayers
on a particular area of Stanway. Please have a word with Barbara who
would be more than willing to furnish you with helpful details.

The two Craft Co-ordinators Jean Hill and Monica Addison, are already
busy preparing for what is basically “an unknown quantity” of craft materi-
als, etc. required. They may have some specific items that would be useful.
Maybe you feel able to help in this area. Why not have a word with them?

Like all good “Scouts” and “Guides” we need “to be prepared” for this
venture. Therefore, may I ask that you seek the Lord and ask for His guid-
ance as to how you can best serve HIm with respect to this act of outreach
that the Church is seeking to fulfill in our Saviour’s name, as we go forth
together “as a Church family”.

Marion Bland 

Children’s Holiday Club

Contentment is realising that God has
already given me all I need



15

HARVEST
Harvest Supper 

September 18th – 6.00pm

Harvest Thanksgiving Services
September 19th

THE 
NEXT 
MEN’S 

BREAKFAST 
WILL BE HELD 

ON 
SATURDAY 

20TH NOVEMBER, 
2010

PLEASE SEE 
NOTICE BOARD 

FOR 
FURTHER 
DETAILS

CHURCH 
CLEANING 
WILL TAKE 
PLACE ON 

6TH
NOVEMBER

9AM

MANY HANDS MAKE 
LIGHT WORK

Sunday Services
are available
online & via 

podcast from the
church website

�

THE 
DEADLINE 
FOR THE 

NEXT 
MAGAZINE 
IS SUNDAY 

7TH NOVEMBER
2010

Fellowship
Evening
November 

6th 
7pm
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Diary Dates

Diary Dates

SEPTEMBER
11th ...................Praise & Worship Group Practice 7.30pm
18th...........................UEC Training Day (See notice board)
18th ..............................................Harvest Supper 6.00pm
19th ...........................................Harvest Thanksgiving Day
21st ..................................Children’s Holiday Club Meeting

OCTOBER
3rd .............................................124th Church Anniversary
5th......................................................................Soup Run
14th ......................Members’ Six Monthly Meeting 7.30pm
23rd ...................Praise & Worship Group Practice 7.30pm
26th-29th .......................................Children’s Holiday Club
31st..........Children’s Holiday Club Finale 5pm-7pm inc tea

NOVEMBER
2nd.....................................................................Soup Run
6th....................................................Church Cleaning 9am
6th................................................Fellowship Evening 7pm
12-14th ..................Church Away Weekend – Sizewell Hall 
20th ...................Praise & Worship Group Practice 7.30pm
23rd ...........................Church Committee Meeting 7.30pm
27th .....................UEC Day  – See notice board for details
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Barbara Little
Isabel Perry
John Perry
Janet Johnson

Reg Orriss
Myrtle Percival 
Barbara Ratcliffe
Marion Bland

Barbara Moles
Doris Toms
Jean Fisher
Charles Edwards

For our children’s holiday club preparations for the week 25th-31st October. 
(Disciples of the Galilean)

For the church weekend away at Sizewell Hall on the 12th -14th November.

For the Home Fellowship groups that they will be a blessing to those who attend
and to the fellowship as a whole.

For all those who attended Holiday Clubs/Beach Missions, that they will trust the
Lord Jesus as Saviour and that they will continue to meet within a church fellow-
ship

For all churches within the Union of Evangelical Churches.

For our Government, it’s Ministers, and all Members of Parliament. That they will
govern honourably. 

Please continue to pray for our young people as they return to school/college or
university, as well as those in employment. Give thanks to God for them and that
God will fully bless them in all they do.

For Church leaders that they will stand up for the truth of God’s word.

For the British and Commonwealth forces involved in war and conflict the world
over.
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Sunday Services
SEPTEMBER

5  Mr K Little Mr P Brown

12  Mr C Pickett Mr E Blowes (Communion) 

19  Mr E Blowes (All Age - Harvest) Mr E Blowes  

26  Mr A Blowes (Comm) Mr J Burman 

OCTOBER
3  Mr G Frost (124th Church Anniversary) Mr G Frost

10  Mr R Sawtell Mr K Little (Communion)

17  Mr S Bell (E.C.M.) Mr S Bell 

24  Mr E Blowes (Communion) Mr D Harper

31    Mr S Balmer Sue & Chris Govus (All Age)

NOVEMBER
7  Mr N Kinghorn (L.C.M.) Mr N Kinghorn

14  Mr J Kerry & Mr J Lemon Mr E Blowes  (Communion)

21  Mr D Cordle Mr D Cordle

28  Mr P Andrews (Communion) Mr J de Lacy

Morning Services commence at 10.45am
Evening Services commence at 6.30pm



WHO’S WHO — Contact List

Pastoral Contact
Mr. Eric Blowes 6 Beacon Way Col. 530927

(Church email address - e.blowes@sky.com)
Mr Kevin Little 4 Hill Cottages Col. 331444
Mr. Reg Orriss 46 Barley Way Col. 547402
Mr. Adam Blowes 6 Beacon Way Col. 530927

Church Administrator
Mrs Marion Bland Crown Cottage, Ardleigh Col. 230084

The Lighthouse Editors
Ray & Sharon Pearce 1B Dugard Avenue Col. 765564

CHURCH WEBSITE 
www.stanwayevangelicalchurch.co.uk

WHAT’S ON AT STANWAY EVANGELICAL CHURCH

SUNDAY Worship            10.45am & 6.30pm 
Sun Seekers – F2G 10.45am

MONDAY Freeway Club 7.00pm - 8.15pm
Sub-Zero 8.30pm - 9.45pm

TUESDAY Parent & Toddler 10.00am - 11.30am
Group 1.30pm - 3.00pm

WEDNESDAY  Lunch Club (over 60’s) 11.30am
Women’s Fellowship 2.30pm
Prayer Meeting 7.30pm

FRIDAY Ladies Bible Study 10.00am - 11.30am
Boys & Girls
Discovery Night 6.30pm

ARTS, BANNERS & CRAFTS - MONDAY  7.30pm


